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It's not at all difficult to explain the rapid growth that characterizes the Village of
Wellington, Florida: there’s the ideal year-round climate, the small town atmosphere with
friendly neighbors, the progressive local government, and easy access to world class
culture, dining and shopping in nearby Miami and West Palm Beach. Known as the
“Winter Equestrian Capital of the World,” Wellington is home to an attraction that draws
international visitors, the Palm Beach Polo and Golf Club. However, if the growth is
easily understood, it's not easily managed. In fact, it presents major challenges for village
officials working hard to keep up with the ever-changing landscape.

“We are constantly annexing new areas and rezoning, and we add new subdivisions
practically weekly,” said Tom Amburgey, the village’s IT director. “The requests for
building permits never slow down.”

R TR == The village recently installed Geographic

=/ 2y & .| Technologies Group’s LGviewer to enhance its
GIS program, in place for a number of years using

ARCIMS. “GIS technology gives us a lot of the

tools we need to manage growth, and LGviewer

allows us to make full use of the data we have on

. our A/S400,” Amburgey said. “It helps us quickly

= ] comply with public records information requests,

- both from internal users and citizens.”

= Village officials were recently asked by a resident
LGviewer for a list of all physicians of a certain specialty in a
specific part of town.

“We did a query of the business license database, which includes doctors’ specialties,
and were able to give the customer a map with the offices she was looking for. It's the
graphic presentation of data that makes all the difference in the world,” Amburgey said.
“There’s a wealth of information in those databases that can be used in so many ways,
and when we combine it with maps, it becomes very powerful.”

Maps have also been helpful to the Village Council members as they make decisions.
“Presenting information on business licenses and building permits geographically allows
council members to see where the growth is occurring and how quickly things are
happening.”

Amburgey and his staff look forward to expanding GIS applications, particularly to those
that will allow them to give citizens Internet access to data and maps. “I'd love for people
to be able to go online to get maps to see what planning projects are in progress, where
businesses are, and what’s happening with real estate in their area. | think we’ll be doing
that very soon.”

He is also interested in extending GIS technology to village employees in the field. “We’'ll
be able to more easily keep track of things like signs and trees, and emergency workers
will be able to enter data from the scene, so everyone is better informed. Getting reliable
information as quickly as possible to decision makers benefits everyone,” he said.

Geographic Technologies Group
1202 Parkway Drive
Goldsboro, NC 27534
Phone: 1.888.757.4222

Fax: 919.759.0410

E-mail: info@geotg.com



